January 15, 2020

The House of Representatives is a
better place because of Frank Mitchell
and Washington, D.C., is a better place
because of Frank Mitchell. Everybody
that knew Frank Mitchell knows that
their life has been blessed.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Frank for his
service, and he will be missed.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 9 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. DEGETTE) at noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

You have promised, O God, that You
are with us wherever we are and what-
ever we are doing—to heal and to help,
to give strength and make us whole.

On this day, the House and the Sen-
ate draw our Nation’s attention as the
process of impeachment moves for-
ward. Bless all Members of Congress
with wisdom; give them the courage to
honor the Constitution, as they have
promised to do, so that all Americans
can proudly observe their government
in action.

Opinion and feelings will be on edge.
May all Members be filled by Your
Holy Spirit and engage each other with
goodwill and respect.

May all that is done this day, and in
the days to come, be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
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ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr. TED
LIEU) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TED LIEU of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

HONORING CLIFFORD BELL

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam
Speaker, today, on the birthday of
Martin Luther King, I rise to recognize
a Buffalo, New York, resident born the
same year as Dr. King, who continues
to serve as a local church, community,
and business leader, my good friend,
Clifford Bell.

Brother Bell, as he is known in west-
ern New York for the love he brings to
all of those around him, has served as
a senior business advisor to Buffalo
State’s Small Business Development
Center.

He was a colleague of mine in the
city of Buffalo Common Council and he
has led the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
celebration in Buffalo for three dec-
ades. As a council member Brother Bell
was known for the line: “For whom the
bell tolls. This Bell tolls for you,” a
quote that historically references the
interconnectedness of humanity and
his commitment to service.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in his
“Where Do We Go From Here?”’ address
said: ‘“Hate is too great a burden to
bear. I have decided to love.”

Brother Bell has lived a life of love,
representing the best of our commu-
nity and our country. We, as a Nation,
can learn from his example.

———
CONGRATULATING GENERAL JOHN
RAYMOND
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I congratulate Gen-
eral John W. Raymond, who was sworn
in yesterday as the first Chief of Space
Operations for the newly established
U.S. Space Force.
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As a senior Member of the House
Armed Services Committee, I am
grateful to President Donald Trump for
General Raymond’s confirmation and
for being able to attend the National
Defense Authorization Act signing
which officially established the U.S.
Space Force.

General Raymond is a Clemson Uni-
versity alumnus and has over 30 years
of military experience. ‘“This establish-
ment is absolutely critical to our na-
tional security,” he said during his re-
marks after being sworn in.

I am grateful that the U.S. Space
Force is in strong, capable hands.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th, defeating terrorists overseas, in
the global war on terrorism with the

courageous leadership of President
Donald Trump.
————
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA FOUNDER’S
DAY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
we should take a moment to honor an
outstanding organization, Alpha Kappa
Alpha. This is their Founders Day—112
years old.

Isn’t it interesting that young
women who were in the shadow of the
Emancipation Proclamation and the
shadow of slavery, in the midst of Jim
Crow-ism and on the precipice of World
War I, organized at Howard University
to be able to give African American
women a place for leadership and civic-
mindedness?

As we are on the precipice of a great
historic moment dealing with pro-
tecting the Constitution here in the
United States Congress and the United
States Senate, I am glad to honor these
women that included Ethel Hedgeman,
Margaret Flagg Holmes, Marjorie Hill,
Lillie Burke, Beulah Elizabeth Burke,
Anna Easter Brown, and many other
young women who decided to take a
stand for what is right in this Nation
and the opportunities of diversity and
leadership.

Congratulations to our mnational
president, Dr. Glover, and congratula-
tions to all of our Alpha Kappa Alpha
members throughout the United States
of America. Happy Founders Day 112.

————
IMPEACHMENT COLLAPSE

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BYRNE. Madam Speaker, after a
long, embarrassing month, the House
will finally transmit the Articles of
Impeachment against President Trump
to the United States Senate. Yet I un-
derstand Speaker PELOSI and her man-
agers will continue to push for wit-
nesses in the Senate trial because, in
their words, they want the facts.

That claim is nonsense. House Demo-
crats blocked the testimony of the
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